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cussions in the Journal of Education as to how this 'wandering
son3 of Oxford, not named, but very clearly indicated, had come
by his plough.
Hopes that he might be speedily called home were also
expressed; however, it was not Oxford, but University College,
London, which lifted him out of the gutter', as he unkindly
described H.M. Patent Office. To us belongs the credit which
Mohammed gave to the old and plain widow Kadijah, as
against the brilliant and beautiful Ayesha: 'She believed in me
when none else would believe; in the whole world I had but one
friend, and she was that.5
Housman's reputation as scholar and poet will make men,
for many generations to come, wish to know something of him.
For the Cambridge period Mr. Gow has drawn a wonderful
portrait, and other Cambridge friends have spoken; whilst his
brother and sister have told us something of the deep silent
undercurrent of family relationships.1 But memories of his ten
years at the Patent Office have almost entirely perished, and I
wish, before they also perish, to record (if I can) memories of
the admiration, tempered by awe, which his students and
younger colleagues felt in London. For there he was brought
into much closer contact with undergraduates than was the
case later, in Cambridge.
In thinking of Housman, my mind constantly goes back to
his first academic discourse, the Introductory Lecture delivered
before the Faculties of Arts and Laws and of Science in Univer-
sity College on 3 October, 1892. In those days it was customary
to begin the session with an address delivered by one of the
professors to his colleagues and to the assembled students, and
this duty fell naturally to Housman as the latest accession to the
staff. He discussed the dogma that the study of the Humanities
transforms and beautifies man's inner nature by culture. He
stated his belief that the proportion of the human race adapted
1 See A. E. Housman, a sketch, together uith a list of his writings, and indexes
to his classical papers, by A. S. F. Gow, Cambridge, 1936; A. E. H., some Poems,
some Letters and a Personal Memoir by his brother, LAURENCE HOUSMAN, 1937;
Supplement to The Bromsgrovian, 1936 (American edit., 1937); Memories of
A. E. Housman by Mrs. E. W. SYMONS in The Edwardian, Bath, Sept. and Dec.,
1936; F. W. OLIVER in the University College Magazine, March, 1937; PERCY
WITHERS in The New Statesman, g May, 1936, pp. 7002.
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